Lord Bui four, with all the rare refinement of his spacious mind,
cool, questioning, critical, pressed it upon me with coinpelling
enthusiasm. Lord Roscbcry said, " Surely you must write
D/ihe John [as he always called him] : he was a tremendous
follow." I said that I had from my childhood read every-
thing 1 came across about him, but that Macaulay's story of
the betrayal of the expedition against Brest was an obstacle
I could not face. The aged and crippled statesman arose
from the luncheon table, and, with great difficulty but sure
knowledge, made his way along the passages of The Durdans
to the exact nook in his capacious working library where
" Pagct's Examcn" reposed. ** There," he said, taking
down this unknown, out-of-print masterpiece, ** is the answer
to Macaulay."
Pagct's defence of the * Camaret Bay Letter' has been
judged valid by modern opinion. As these pages will show,
1 could not be satisfied with it. Pagct, in fact, proved that
Marlborough's alleged letter betraying to the Jacobite Court
the Brest expedition, could only have been written after he
knew that it had been betrayed already and could do no harm.
My researches have convinced me that the document pur-
porting to be a letter is a fabrication, and that no such letter
exists or ever existed. The argument upon this point occu-
pies about four chapters of this volume. Upon this issue I
join battle. I believe that the Jacobite records preserved in
the Scots Jesuit College in Paris are one of the greatest
frauds of history. They are nothing more than the secret
service reports of Jacobite agents and spies in England. It
is astounding that so many famous writers should have
accepted them to traduce not merely Marlborough, but the
entire generation of statesmen and warriors of William and
Anne, who bore England forward in the world as she has
never been borne before or since. It is an aberration of
historical technique.
In a portrait or impression the human figure is best shown
by its true relation to the objects and scenes against which
it is thrown, and by which it is defined. I have tried to unroll
a riband of English history which stretches along the reigns
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